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This international symposium on play therapy focuses on the necessity of play and the imagination and the centrality of mythic story to both, offering numerous play experiences over the course of our week together, each in the context of Greek mythology.  Those of us working with children recognize how the language of myth is also the language of childhood, accessed most readily in play. This symposium is highly recommended for play therapists, expressive arts therapists or anyone interested in using the healing power of the imagination as a means of enhancing self-awareness.
            This workshop takes place in the lovely traditional mountain village of Lefkes on the island of Paros. Set amidst olive groves and small farm allotments with the Aegean sea sparkling in the distance, Lefkes is a green oasis, perfect for our exploration of myth and play.
             Each day begins with optional authentic movement. After breakfast we'll meet in dream groups, followed by an introduction to a character and story from Greek myth,  followed by an excursion to the isolated and lovely beach at Glyfa for sandplay. Each evening explores the Greek myth as it pertains to the humanizing process, using clay, painting and movement.  Persephone, Poseidon, Proteus and Dionysos are among the many characters that will be making an appearance.  We will follow the evolution of Greek myth as it parallels ego development in the child, the process of transformation  and  the experiences inherent in being human. Afternoons are free for swimming or traversing the island. This workshop offers the opportunity for professional and personal growth while playfully exploring Greek myth in the setting where it arose.
Leaders = Dennis McCarthy (USA) , John Robertson(UK), Therese Bimka (USA) Katerina Robertson (GR) Stuart Daniel (UK), Vicky Zerva (GR)

Cost = $1350. Including hotel on Paros  (d/o) w/ breakfast, shared car rental and workshop costs for the six days. Accommodations and workshop/symposium will be at The Lefkes Village Hotel. CEUs and academic credits may be earned. For more info or to register please contact Dennis at 845-331-1029 or at metamorfosinstitute@gmail.com. Registration deadline is 12/15/11. Help arranging travel from the U.S. is available. 

More information can be found at metamorfosinstitute.blogspot.com.
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Leader bios:

 Dennis McCarthy (US)
            Dennis is a psychotherapist and play therapist with over 35 years of experience. He developed his own unique approach to play therapy that combines Bioenergetic and Jungian theory and technique. He was initially trained as a dancer and dance therapist, which has infused his therapy work. He has published numerous articles and three books on his work; “If You Turned into a Monster…Transformation through Play”, “Speaking about the Unspeakable” and the forthcoming book “A Manual of Dynamic Play Therapy…Helping Things Fall Apart, The Paradox of Play”, all published through JKP. Dennis is the director of Metamorfos Institute where he supervises other professionals and runs trainings on dynamic play therapy. He also co-leads the East Coast Sandplay Association. He began “The Heart Leaps Up…”  workshop series in the mid-90’s out of a deep interest in the overlap of mythic story and personal process.
Dr. Katerina Couroucli-Robertson (GR)
            Katerina Is a drama therapist, teacher in Special Education and full member of the British Association for Drama Therapists and the Health Professions Council. She is a founding member of the Pan Hellenic Professional Association of Drama Therapy and Play therapy and secretary of the Greek National Association of Psychotherapy. She works as a Drama therapist and supervisor at The Herma Drama Therapy Centre and the Athyrma training centre in Athens Greece, where she is the head of studies in Drama therapy. She also runs a music and theatre group consisting of people with different handicaps for V.S.A.HELLAS.
John Robertson (UK)

       John is an artist, teacher, therapist and supervisor.  He is a team Leader of the Children and Young Persons’ Counseling Service in South Lanarkshire, Scotland. The latter is a Social Work Resource providing therapeutic support to young people and families recovering from trauma and/or abuse. John trained as an artist in late seventies and taught for fifteen years in schools in Glasgow with young people with social, emotional and behavioral difficulties, before training as a play therapist.  He has practiced as a therapist within agencies working with the consequences of poverty and homelessness.   Over the years, much of his work has been with young people with a wide variety of communication difficulties.  As a result, there is a strong emphasis on the physical, experiential, non verbal aspects of the therapeutic relationship.
Therese Bimka (US)
          Therese is an artist, art educator, clinical social worker and psychotherapist with a long standing interest in the healing powers of the imagination. She has developed a unique blend of modalities in her work incorporating Jungian Sandplay Therapy, art, guided visualization and gestalt and body mind approaches that focus on mindfulness and meditation.  In various capacities, she continues to supervise clinical social workers and Inter-spiritual  counselors as part of their formal training. In both her personal and professional work, Therese is passionate about the creative process as vital to wholeness. She works with children, adolescents, and adults in her private practice in New York City and Upstate New York.  She also works with violent offenders in the prison system around the themes of remorse, accountability, and reconciliation. Therese lectures and leads workshops, publishes and produces videos on her work. 
Stuart Daniel (UK)    


Stuart is a play therapist, primary teacher and researcher.  He has recently finished his first children’s novel called ‘Spiders and Stones’.  He works for the children’s cancer services at a hospital in Edinburgh and has his own private practice working with young people with Autistic Spectrum disorder.  Stuart has been dancing all of his life; he has helped facilitate dance jams based on the structure of 5 Rhythms and is trained to teacher level in Sherborne Developmental Movement.  So far, a great deal of Stuart’s work and research has focussed on connections with individuals with severe learning disabilities; specifically interactive, rhythmic connections.  Stuart’s work has a natural emphasis towards the body, non-verbal communication, movement and the energy of play.   
Vicky Zerva- Spanou (GR)


Vicky is an external professor of play therapy at the Democratus University of Thrace, Greece. She is the co-founder and member of the executive and educational committee of the Hellenic Institute of Play & Drama therapy "Athyrma" in Greece, with over fifteen years experience in play and drama therapy with young children, adolescents and adults.  She tutors and supervises trainees and professional psychotherapists and is a full member of the British Association of Play Therapists, accredited member of the European Association of Professional Psychotherapists, and general secretary of the Hellenic Institution of Research for Children.

    
